NEWS FROM ULLAPOOL HIGH SCHOOL
21st December 2021

Dear Parents / Carers
Once again, I would like to start by thanking all pupils, parents and staff for the fantastic work
that has gone on this term. It is remarkable to see how well everyone has coped in this most
difficult of times. Absences from staff and pupils have added a layer of challenge to already
tricky circumstances. We have just about managed. Many thanks for your patience and kind
words of support.
At the time of writing, I am not sure what will be happening after the Christmas holidays. We
will try our very best to offer the most we can to our young people and hopefully continue to
offer a place of well-being and education for them in the months ahead.
Below are a few of the opportunities offered during this term:


Scottish Wildlife photographer Doug Allen volunteered to come in to do talks with
students that kept us all enthralled.



Finding your place in the forest with S2 is an 8-week project, which introduces pupils to
tools and skills, which they will then be able to take away and draw on in future
situations at home and in school. These include mindfulness, growing and planting,
bush craft, shelter-den building and fire lighting.



John Muir Trust has been working with a group of students to help them achieve their
John Muir Junior Ranger Award by developing skills for learning, life and work through
various outdoor education activities.



Inter school football games recommenced

John Muir Outdoor Activities

DYW Outdoor Career opportunities excursions with S3

We have held two fundraising events this term including: Children In Need which raised £150
and Christmas Jumper Day which raised £145. The S3 Enterprise elective group also organised
Candy Cane deliveries and games at lunchtime to add to the festive cheer on Christmas
Jumper Day.

STAFFING
Libby Nairn is hanging her boots up this week and moving on to pastures new after 17 years in
the Learning Support Department. Libby brought a multitude of skills to this role and the staff
and pupils wish her all the very best. She will be missed by us all.

ADVANCE WARNING
Dates for your diary next term include:
24th January to 4th February
24th January
8th February
11th February
21st & 22nd February
23rd February
2nd March
10th March

Assessment window for N5, Higher & Adv Highers
S3 Tracking & Monitoring Report issued
S3 Parents Evening
S4/5/6 Tracking & Monitoring Report issued
Half-term holiday
In-service Day
S2 Parents Evening
S4/5/6 Parents’ Evening

Please note these dates may be subject to change

ADVERSE WEATHER & TRANSPORT ISSUES
Whenever the snow and ice hit this corner in the winter months, there are always difficulties
and concerns about the transport arrangements. However, it might perhaps be helpful to
share the following information:
Lochinver and Achiltibuie school buses are public service vehicles (PSV), meaning that they
carry fare-paying customers and follow a timetable regulated by the Dept of Transport.
Therefore, they are required to always try to run each morning and will not cancel the evening
before.
The exceptions to this are the Dundonnell bus to Braemore Junction and the Lochside bus
which are solely school transport and not subject to the same regulations.
The school will always update the 0800 phone line and @ullapoolhs Twitter account as soon as
it has news. If you call the line and there has been no update, please wait and try again in 5
or 10 minutes’ time when there may be fresh information.
If the line is not updated, then that means the bus is trying to make its way to school. You, as a
parent, may choose not to send your child to school and that is, of course, entirely your
decision to make but your child will be marked as absent for Personal reasons. After all, the
transport will have travelled to school and other pupils may well have made the journey.
Hopefully, having written the above, the snowy days won’t come …

LAST DAY OF TERM
The last day of term will be Wednesday, 22nd December and the school will close as normal at
3.40pm with the buses arriving shortly afterwards.
Parents should note that, despite this being the last week of term, it is still considered school
days and all pupils, are expected to attend. There will be timetabled classes in the mornings
and Festive Fun for all age groups in the afternoons. School will resume on Wednesday, 6th
January 2022.

ALL ADDITIONAL UPDATES RELATED TO CHANGES IN SCHOOL OPENING DATES OVER THE FESTIVE
PERIOD AND BEYOND WILL BE ADVISED VIA @ullapoolhs TWITTER FEED

AND FINALLY …
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours an enjoyable Festive Season and all
the very best for 2022.

Robbie McFedries
Head Teacher

